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Shensi capital. As it appears, it was only a series of
accidents, and the unremitting efforts of Madame
Chiang and her personal friends, which prevented an
air-raid on Sian.
For the war-mongers at Nanking would hear no
talk of restraint, and even accused Mr. Donald of
"taking the side" of Chang Hsueh-liang and falsifying
the facts in his reassuring reports from Shensi. In the
same spirit of intransigence they refused at first to
accept the Generalissimo's letter, brought by Chian
Ting-wen. They had prevented Madame Chiang
Kai-shek from flying to Sian (her first impulse on
hearing the news from Donald), and they similarly
tried to prevent her brother, Mr. T. V. Soong
(former Finance Minister, and one of the ablest
administrators who has ever held office under the
Nanking Government), from following up Chang
Hsueh-liang's invitation. Soong finally managed to
outmanoeuvre official objections by saying that he
would go to Sian merely as a private citizen, and left
by plane on December igth.
Two days later both Soong and Donald had re-
turned to Nanking, bringing every hope of a peaceful
.settlement and the speedy release of the General-
issimo. And at this Madame Chiang refused to wait
any longer, but insisted on accompanying them back
to Sian on the morning of the zznd.
T. V. Soong succeeded in getting a guarantee of
three more days of truce from the military authorities
in Nanking; and in those three days feverish negotia-
tions went on in Sianfu for the release of the General-
issimo. The knowledge which Madame Chiang and
her brother had of the mood of the capital, and of the
danger of the war party taking things into their own